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The contradictions and tensions arising from attempts to expand student numbers rapidly are vividly brought alive through the narratives of
prospective applicants to higher education. Students are seen to confront vastly different degrees of choice that are powerfully shaped by their
social class and race. This rich empirical study of 500 applicants to higher education draws on an award winning inquiry funded by the Economic
and Social Research Council. It will be essential reading in sociology, social policy and education, and important to higher education providers and
careers teachers.
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