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Createspace, United States, 2014. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.For a great many
years it had been understood in Longfield that Miss Horatia Dane once had a lover, and that he had been lost at sea. By little and little, in one way
and another, her acquaintances had found out or made up the whole story; and Miss Dane stood in the position, not of an unmarried woman
exactly, but rather of having spent most of her life in a long and lonely widowhood. She looked like a person with a history, strangers often said (as
if we each did not have a history); and her own unbroken reserve about this romance of hers gave everybody the more respect for it. The Longfield
people paid willing deference to Miss Dane: her family had always been one that could be liked and respected, and she was the last that was left in
the old home of which she was so fond. This was a high, square house, with a row of pointed windows in its roof, a peaked porch in front, with some
lilac-bushes around it; and down by the road was a long, orderly procession of poplars, like a row of sentinels standing guard. She had lived here
alone since her father s death, twenty years before. She was a kind, just woman, whose pleasures were of a stately and sober sort; and she seemed
not unhappy in her loneliness, though she sometimes said gravely that she was the last of her family, as if the fact had a great sadness for her.
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