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and flashing gems. All heads were bowed before him. Suddenly one of the courtiers spoke Satan s name. The court grew silent. The great king
shuddered. Offero was surprised. Who is this Satan? he asked. He is King of the lower regions, was the answer. Is he mightier, O King, than yourself?
said Offero gravely. Alas! replied the king, he is mightier than any. Then I leave you, said Offero, for | have vowed to serve only the mightiest. Offero
went away. He soon found the realm of Satan. One day, as they walked together, Offero saw his mighty master tremble. Of what are you afraid? he
asked. Of that, said Satan, in a low voice. Offero looked where Satan pointed. There at the side of the road was a rude wooden cross. Of that?
repeated the giant in wonder, a cross? Upon such a cross Christ died, said Satan. He is more powerful than I. | am afraid. | serve only the mightiest,
said Offero proudly; hence | leave you and seek Christ the King. Long Offero searched before he could find any to tell him of Christ. At last he came
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