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In short, cells may be regarded as the histological units of animal structures; by the combination, association, and modification of these the body is
built up. Of the real nature of the changes going on within the living protoplasm, the process of building up lifeless material into living structures,
and the process of breaking down by which waste is produced, we know absolutely nothing. Could we learn that, perhaps we should know the
secret of life. 13. Kinds of Cells. Cells vary greatly in size, some of the smallest being only 1/3500 an inch or less in diameter. They also vary greatly in
form, as may be seen in Figs. 3 and 5. The typical cell is usually globular in form, other shapes being the result of pressure or of similar modifying
influences. The globular, as well as the large, flat cells, are well shown in a drop of saliva. Then there are the columnar cells, found in various parts
of the intestines, in which they are closely arranged side by side. These cells sometimes have on the free surface delicate prolongations called cilia.
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