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*****.Excerpt from Sturla the Historian It is natural, when the task one has to perform carries along with it so much honour and so much
responsibility, to begin with a sentence of apology and deprecation. Words of that sort are not always insincere, but there is seldom much good in
them. I have been asked by the University of Oxford to give the Romanes Lecture, and in acknowledgement I will take and apply to my own case the
words of Dr. Johnson: It was not for me to bandy civilities with my sovereign. You will allow me to speak of Lord Curzon, who had promised to give
the Romanes Lecture for this year; and you will readily understand that I wish to say only what may be of good omen: to remember some of the
associations of Balliol and All Souls, and to look forward to the time when Lord Curzon will come to Oxford and fulfil his undertaking. There is no
place in the world, I believe, that sends him more sincere good wishes, or takes a deeper interest in his success and in his fame. I have no need to
defend my choice of a subject; it is already authorized; the University has published the Sturlunga Saga, edited by Gudbrand Vigfusson, with the
help, as he tells us in his preface, of his friend York Powell of Christ Church. This book contains among other things the Icelandic memoirs of Sturla
the historian; Sturla s Norwegian history, the life of King Hacon, with the same editor, has been printed by the Master of the Rolls. About the
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